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children are at risk of falling behind 
and never catching up. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe this issue 
should unite this Congress. It goes 
without saying that this is a time of 
deep divisions in our country. My dis-
trict encompasses all aspects of Amer-
ican society, from urban to suburban 
to rural. My constituents have a wide 
range of beliefs and ideals. Head Start 
is something that can bridge these di-
vides, and it can help children and 
communities no matter where they 
live. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s build that bridge 
and let’s bring lawmakers from all 
across the country together in support 
of these children, in support of Head 
Start. 

f 

MAKE A CHOICE FOR LIFE 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, 44 
years ago, because of Roe v. Wade, over 
58 million children were taken from the 
chance to utter the words of the psalm-
ist in Psalm 139 when he said: 

For you formed my inward parts; you wove 
me in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks 
to you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; wonderful are your works, and my 
soul knows it very well. My frame was not 
hidden from you, when I was made in secret, 
and skillfully, wrought in the depths of the 
Earth; your eyes have seen my unformed 
substance; and in your book were all written 
the days that were ordained for me, when as 
yet there was not one of them. 

Mr. Speaker, those lives were lives of 
children that were created, uniquely 
formed with a purpose that God only 
intended. Our Nation did wrong. We 
can turn from that. We can ask Him to 
heal our land. And even as the psalmist 
said: 

Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, the 
fruit of the womb is a reward. 

We can again affirm that and say 
that they should be given a choice— 
that little girl, that little boy—making 
a choice for life, and who knows what 
that would do to impact our world for 
the good. 

f 

b 1730 

WOMEN’S MARCH MESSAGE OF 
RESPECT AND RESISTANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. SOTO) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
wearing this pink scarf in solidarity 
with so many millions of Americans 
who rose up this past Saturday, wheth-
er it be in D.C., on the West Coast, East 
Coast, so many cities in the Midwest, 
as well as those around the world. 

It is interesting. My wife and I awoke 
to chanting of thousands of people. It 
almost felt like the protest was in our 
living room. And when we got out on 

the balcony, we saw thousands of peo-
ple who were wearing pink hats and 
carrying signs and so boisterous with 
hope. 

Amanda and I decided we would go 
down to join them. When we got to the 
street, it was an amazing scene, with 
the Capitol ahead of us, and so many 
folks just gathered together—like- 
minded—with a message of respect and 
of resistance. As we tried to get to-
wards the stage as we got to The Mall 
and about a mile away, we couldn’t 
even get past a wall of bodies of so 
many people who were there to cheer 
on the message of so many great speak-
ers. 

But we found our way through, even-
tually, and made it onto the stage. And 
what I can tell you was just sheerly un-
imaginable: 17 blocks of Americans, of 
all States, of all creeds, of all colors, of 
all backgrounds, who were there with a 
message. 

We had some wonderful speakers that 
day. We had folks from labor. We had 
folks from criminal justice reform 
groups. We had folks who were fighting 
for reproductive rights. We had many 
celebrities there, of course, and we also 
had folks who cared about everything 
from our economy to agriculture, to 
equality, to anything you could imag-
ine, so many values that we fought for 
over the last 8 years. 

There is a sense that there is going 
to be common ground among many of 
these issues as we go forward. 

American jobs, obviously, everybody 
in this Chamber wants to make sure 
that we protect Americans and make 
sure that we have employment for ev-
eryone. 

We are also going to fight for com-
mon infrastructure among all of the 50 
States, and that is something that we 
saw in the Senate the other day that 
was presented. 

We may also have some common 
ground on tax reform, particularly if it 
means bringing back from overseas a 
lot of corporate money that certainly 
would be important to go through the 
same process as profits derived here. 

But there is certainly, as we saw at 
the speech of so many people, there 
will be areas of resistance. 

We care about workers’ rights. We 
care about making sure that we have a 
Department of Labor that will stand on 
the side of working American families. 

We care about having an inclusive 
economy, one that will respect a higher 
minimum wage; one that will fight for 
more high-tech, higher paying jobs; one 
that will fight for our manufacturing 
base; one that will be based upon tax 
cuts for the middle class, tax cuts for 
folks who are working, everyday Amer-
icans, as opposed to trickle-down eco-
nomics and tax cuts for the wealthy. 

It was also about health care and 
about saving ACA or, at the very least, 
replacing it with something that is 
still going to make sure that we don’t 
have 18 million Americans, according 
to the CBO, losing their health insur-
ance. 

It is about making sure that we have 
a Medicare system that is not going to 
be block-rented out to the States as a 
creative way to cut Medicaid for our 
seniors and for our poor. 

It is also about protecting Medicare 
for our seniors who paid into it through 
their whole lives and making sure it is 
not privatized, as well as Social Secu-
rity, making sure that not only those 
who are receiving it today, but up to 
those who are millennials and beyond, 
will be able to receive that benefit. We 
all paid into it, and we all expect it to 
be there. 

But it was also about equality. Many 
of our LGBT community are worried: 
Are these executive orders in place 
that are protecting equality in our 
Federal workforce going to be contin-
ued? Is this advance, this progression, 
this success in the Supreme Court and 
in so many other areas of society to 
have equality for the LGBT commu-
nity going to be continued onward? 
There is a big doubt about that. 

It is also about women’s reproductive 
rights. We saw so many, including 
Planned Parenthood and so many other 
groups, who fought not only to protect 
health care, but to protect women’s 
choice, stand up and say that they 
don’t want to revert back, that they 
don’t want our society to revert back 
on equal rights for women. 

And we saw that today with the rein-
statement of the gag rule across the 
Nation and the world, to encourage na-
tions to prohibit reproductive rights, 
prohibit the ability to have birth con-
trol, prohibit the right to be able to ex-
ercise the right to choose. 

So many of my fellow Hispanics are 
worried about immigration. A simple 
executive order can assure that our 
DREAMers go from law-abiding stu-
dents and members of our military and 
those who are applying in part of this 
program to being undocumented and 
being potentially even hunted down by 
their government. It is about long- 
term comprehensive immigration pol-
icy and reform. 

So many from my district, whether it 
be those who are also Hispanic or those 
who are from the Caribbean in my dis-
trict, they care deeply about this. So 
does our agriculture community, so 
does our tourism community, so does 
business in general. These are going to 
be things that people are going to 
stand up for, and they certainly stood 
up for them during the march, along 
with women’s rights, along with equal-
ity in general. 

Then there is the concern about cli-
mate change and how there was a push 
forward over the last 8 years and there 
will be an attempt to backtrack. 

I don’t have to tell everybody, from 
the way the weather has been working 
over the last 10 to 15 to 20 years, that 
this is going to be one of the greatest 
challenges of our time—and for our 
kids and for our grandchildren. We do 
have to do it the right way, but we 
stood up to make sure that everybody 
knows we cannot go back. 
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In addition, Dodd-Frank and finan-

cial reform, so critical to preventing 
another Great Recession. Many of us 
remember in 2008, in October, when 
President George W. Bush got on TV 
and told everyone that we were in for a 
Great Recession and one that President 
Obama described as the greatest reces-
sion since the Great Depression. There 
will be an attempt to chip back on 
those reforms and an attempt to try to 
get away from the lessons we learned 
to try to prevent another global melt-
down. 

And of course criminal justice was 
critical. So many of our youth, so 
many Hispanics, so many African 
Americans, so many people who find 
themselves in greater proportion than 
other Americans in jail from a system 
that sometimes discriminates against 
them. 

All of these folks stood up, millions 
of Americans stood up, and, yes, we 
had hats and, yes, we had pink scarfs 
and, yes, we spoke about the progress 
that we made in the fight. But in one 
word, this was about respect. It was 
about respect for all women across the 
Nation, all minorities across the Na-
tion, regardless of ethnicity and reli-
gion, all Americans, all of our Ameri-
cans with disabilities, all of our work-
ing class folks who are fighting every 
day to try to make a good living. 

The message is clear. The message is 
clear from the millions of Americans 
who marched on Saturday that we will 
be watching, that we will speak up 
when we see things we disagree with, 
and when we have to, we will resist. 

Those who marched on Saturday, we 
welcome you to the resistance, and we 
thank you for your support. It is going 
to be a long 2 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ROE V. WADE ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
Indiana, JIM BANKS, as our first speak-
er tonight, a former State senator in 
Indiana. He served since 2010, a new 
Member of the House. He served as 
chairman of the senate Veterans Af-
fairs and The Military Committee with 
great distinction, and now he has actu-
ally joined the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee as well as other committees 
here in the House. 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise on behalf of the innocent lives 
lost as a result of Roe v. Wade. 

It has now been 44 years since the Su-
preme Court made this unconstitu-
tional ruling, and over that period of 
time, more than 58 million—I repeat, 
over 58 million—children have had 
their God-given right to life denied. 
Every single one of these lives was im-

portant and unique, and we grieve this 
loss. 

At the same time, we celebrate the 
fact that, increasingly, our culture rec-
ognizes the value of human life. A poll 
released last year found that a major-
ity of young Americans support in-
creasing restrictions that protect the 
unborn. Another recent poll found that 
61 percent of Americans oppose using 
tax dollars to fund abortions in the 
United States. 

I agree with them, and that is why I 
support the No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act that we voted on earlier 
today. I am pleased that it passed the 
House, and I urge my colleagues in the 
Senate to quickly consider this impor-
tant bill. 

But we must not stop there. We must 
work to ensure that taxpayer dollars 
do not continue to support the abor-
tion industry, including Planned Par-
enthood, our Nation’s largest abortion 
provider. 

Additionally, we must encourage the 
new administration to nominate a Jus-
tice to the Supreme Court who follows 
the Constitution and respects the most 
basic and fundamental right of every 
human being born and unborn: the 
right to life. 

As a father of three young daughters, 
these issues are personal for me. Dur-
ing my time in Congress, I will stand 
up for those who cannot stand up for 
themselves. I will protect and defend 
human life and advance these deep- and 
long-held values upon which our Na-
tion was founded. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
my good friend for his remarks. 

I now yield to the distinguished gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX), the chairwoman of the Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee, 
who has been outspoken for years on 
behalf of the innocent and inconven-
ient unborn children. 

Ms. FOXX. I thank my colleague 
from New Jersey for his unflagging 
leadership on the issue of pro-life as 
well as on other issues related to 
human rights. 

Mr. Speaker, since 1973, as my col-
league before me said, at least 58 mil-
lion children’s lives have been trag-
ically taken by abortion in the United 
States. Over these last 44 years, science 
has made the facts increasingly clear: 
the unborn child in his or her mother’s 
womb is a member of the human fam-
ily, fully alive and simply awaiting the 
right conditions before joining the rest 
of us in the world. 

Our laws should recognize and uphold 
the dignity of these unborn children. 
And thankfully, we have made signifi-
cant progress in this endeavor since 
the decision of Roe v. Wade. The Hyde 
amendment has saved over 2 million 
lives since 1976, and just earlier today, 
we passed H.R. 7, the No Taxpayer 
Funding for Abortion Act. This bipar-
tisan legislation makes the Hyde 
amendment permanent, ensuring that 
unborn children are better protected 
and that taxpayers are not forced to 
fund thousands of abortions each year. 

The American people overwhelm-
ingly agree that we should protect in-
nocent lives and that taxpayer dollars 
should not be used to finance abor-
tions. This Friday, hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans will pour into D.C. 
from across the country to voice their 
vision of a world where every human 
life is valued and protected. As we 
mourn the lives already lost to abor-
tion, we should continue to strive for 
better legal protections for the unborn 
so that one day every unborn child will 
be able to join us in exercising their 
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. 

Once again, thanks to Congressman 
SMITH for this Special Order. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I want to 
thank the distinguished chairwoman of 
the Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee for her kind remarks and again 
thank her for her leadership for so 
many years. 

I now yield to the gentleman from 
Arizona, Congressman ANDY BIGGS. 
While a new Member of the House, he is 
a very experienced lawmaker, having 
served 14 years in the Arizona Legisla-
ture. 

b 1745 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I have a 
deep sense of gratitude that I expressed 
to the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH) for his effort in promulgating 
the bill that we passed today, H.R. 7, 
and allowing me to speak tonight. 

On Sunday, we recognized the 44th 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade. Sadly, al-
most 60 million American babies have 
lost their lives because of this igno-
minious Supreme Court decision. The 
tide is turning, though. 

On Friday, I will have the pleasure of 
participating in the March for Life 
rally to stand with the millions of peo-
ple who are defending life across this 
country. 

I am immensely proud to live in Ari-
zona, a State that prioritizes the pro-
tection of the unborn. Since 2009, Ari-
zona has passed 34 provisions to re-
strict or regulate abortions, and Arizo-
na’s abortion rate has concomitantly 
decreased 12 percent in those same 4 
years. I appreciate the efforts of pro- 
life advocates across my district who 
have worked tirelessly to help count-
less women choose life for their unborn 
babies. 

I look forward to working with Presi-
dent Trump and his administration on 
advancing pro-life legislation like H.R. 
7, which we passed out of the House 
today, and ensuring pro-life candidates 
for all Supreme Court vacancies and ul-
timately reversing that ignominious 
ruling, Roe v. Wade. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Arizona for his leadership in the legis-
lature before. As the gentleman so 
aptly pointed out, the numbers of abor-
tion come down when even modest re-
strictions are passed. The law is a 
great teacher. We are so happy to have 
the gentleman from Arizona here in 
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